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The present investigation was carried out in the apiary at Assiut Valley Natural Protectorate
location, Assiut Governorate, on Egyptian (Apis mellifera lamarckii Cockerelle) honeybees,
during February and March, 2007. The aim of this paper is to study the effect of Egyptian honeybee
virgin queens age at introduction on percentage of introduction acceptance, mating success and
onset of oviposition. The introduction acceptance percentages were 100%, 100%, 100%, 90%,
90% and 80% observed at 1, 3, 6, 9, 12 and 15 days of queen age at introduction, respectively.
Onset of oviposition were 9.1+0.99, 8.3+0.95, 4.9+1.37, 11.86%1.46, 13.6+2.07 and 13.67+3.21
days, recorded at 1, 3, 6,9, 12 and 15 days of queen age at introduction, respectively. Age of virgin
queens at introduction affect the acceptance; mating success and starting egg laying. Beekeepers
can get an economic benefit from introducing queen bees and improving introduction acceptance
and mating success by selection of queen bees with 6 days of age or younger at introduction.

Key words: honeybee, Apis mellifera lamarckii, queen, age, introduction, acceptance, mating,
oviposition.
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