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Sudan is a vast country encompasses virtually every climatic and geographical feature and wide
range of vegetation cover. A number of natural forests of trees and shrubs were found, in addition
to various crops grown in large areas. These sources induce their flowerings at different periods,
almost in a consecutive manner, hence provides continuous refuge for honeybee feedings.
Therefore, wild bees are known in Sudan since earlier time and very good kinds of natural honey
are produced. Although, some beekeepers are found traveling among certain forests nowadays,
but the huge forage sources of the country are not yet fully exploited. The purpose of this study
is to show the potentiality of Sudan in honeybee production. The important forests areas and the
dominant species of trees and crops and their flowering periods were indicated as monofloral
feeding targets for honeybees. Moreover, the important kinds of honey produced from such sources
were recorded owing to their economical and medicinal values and their increasing demand in
markets. Most of the data were obtained through several surveys carried out during the years
2002-2008. The results showed a small dearth period in natural forage sources from mid May to
mid July in central Sudan, and some suitable crops were suggested to fill the gap. However, such
dearth period generally decreases as we go southward where plenty rainfalls and dense vegetation
cover are prevailing. According to the current five years plan for agricultural development,
honeybee industry will ultimately be flourished to play its role in crop yield improvement.

x www.saudibi.com



