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EL-KAZAFY, A. TAHA
Econ. Entomol. Dept., Fac. Agric. Kafr El-Sheikh Univ., Kafr ElI-Sheikh, Egypt.

This work was conducted at banana (Musa sp.) farm in Dessouk region, Kafr El-Sheikh
Governorate, Egypt during August and September (the peak of blooming period of the plant)
season 2006, to estimate the interest of the plant for honey bee. The plant is a rich source of nectar,
but not produces pollen in Egypt. The amounts of secretion nectar and sugar concentration were
higher in fe! male flowers than bisexual ones. One feddan of banana could produce 65.13 kg
nectar which contained 13.21 kg sugar and resulted in 16.51 kg honey/feddan. Colonies located in
banana farm exceed those in the apiary of the Faculty of Agriculture, Kafr El-Sheikh University
by 44.68, 61.87, 60.18, 49.66, 33.33 and 100 % for foraging, foraging for pollen, stored pollen,
brood rearing, bee population and honey production, respectively. It could be recommended to
move the honey bee colonies to banana plantations during the dearth period to economize cost of
the feeding, maintain the strength of colonies and obtain good honey yield.
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