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Osman Zaghloula and Mohammad Morsyb
a- Department of Plant Protection, Agricultural College, Alexandria University

b- High Center of the agricultural Technology, Tripoli, Libya.

This study was conducted at El- Sabahia apiary, Alexandria, Agricultural Research Centre (ARC),
Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture, during the period from January 2000 to December 2001.

Generally, in both years of this study, it was noticed that the CHB disease first appeared in January
and gradually increased during February to July, then it decreased in August until December.

In the first year(2000), the infection attained its maximum level (3.212%) in July, then it fell sharply
t0 0.975% level in August. This decrease continued through the months September to December.

In the second year (2001), the infection level showed the same trend of the first year, where the
highest level (1.538%) of infection corresponded to July. It is worth mentioning, that the first
season had been characterized by high level of infection compared to the second one.

In concern to some factors affecting the spread of the causative pathogen, Ascosphaera apis
Maassen ex Claussen, it was found that as the out door (apiary) temperature increased the disease
levels increased inside bee colonies and vice- versa- statistical analysis showed no significant
relationship between the relative humidity surrounding the apiary and the incidence of the CHB
disease. Similarly, no relationship between the mean number of the mite, Varroa destructor Oud.
and the fungus dispersal in both years of the investigation.
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